Egg shell formation by vitelline globules or by uterus. An introspection.
The question of the formation of the egg shell has attracted attention of most of the helminthologists and several different views have been expressed from time to time. The most agreed view which held the vitelline globules responsible for forming precursors of the shell membrane, has now become questionable in view of the fact that there are trematodes in which neither Mehlis' gland nor vitelline glands are present. The authors have demonstrated histochemically and histologically that the proximal part of the uterus has the necessary potentialities to form the egg shell membrane.